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autopol unfold was designed to let engineers quickly get to cad quality sheet metal parts. the cad quality
sheet metal parts are defined by design features (section profiles, transitions, etc.). these design features
are automatically added to the cad sheet metal parts and printed as a flat pattern. the first time you create
a sheet metal part using autopol unfold, you will be asked to create a design feature. the design feature will
be added to the sheet metal part and then printed. in the next section, we'll show how to create the design
feature. the autopol software has been developed for the following platforms: autopol unfold is a stand-
alone software, completely independent of other cad platforms. it is also more production orientated than
other similar software, taking into account things like material and tooling to create more accurate flat
patterns. those are major factors in getting good production results. the main benefits of using unfold are:
autopol is also available as a service to the new and existing customers and can be licensed for a flat fee
with unlimited usage. the cost of this service is determined individually depending on the requirements of
the customers. the service includes: the development version of autopol can be used as a trial version for
30 days. this gives you a chance to be satisfied with the work results and decide if the software is suitable
for your production needs. autopol batch & remote is a revolutionary new tool for sheet metal designers. as
a designer of sheet metal parts, it has become a reality that you can now produce a professional quality flat
pattern of your work in autocad, generate it in inventor and send it to a bending shop, or even
automatically process flat patterns of your designs in autocad, and have them sent to your local bending
shop. this automation gives you the ability to process sheet metal parts that you are currently designing in
autocad. the benefits to you as a sheet metal designer are clear. you can now generate a flat pattern of
your sheet metal part and send it to the bending shop with one simple click in autocad, instead of having to
explain and send the flat pattern to the bending shop and have them use their own software to create a flat
pattern.
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5 4. furthermore, when creating an offset flange you can now offset from the original corner or outer face of
your part as shown in the image. you can also offset the outer face to create a double outer flange. in order
to do this you must use the offset flange and offset outer faces add-ons, or you can manually offset the
outer face to create a double outer flange. 5 11 section vi cones and cylinders sheet metal design: beyond
bends and flanges the flat pattern tool in inventor will unfold cones and cylinders. the parts must be built
with a seam allowing the part to unfold. other shapes like square to round transitions and ducting can be
created in inventor however not unfolded. in order to unfold parts like these you can use autopol an
inventor certified 3 rd party product. cones the most common approach for creating sheet metal cones is to
use the revolve tool with a sketch as shown below. by revolving the sketch you will generate your conical
shape. the key is to revolve at an angle. this allows you to create a seam. an example would be to revolve
at 359 degrees to create a real small seam. cylinders to create a cylinder you can use multiple approaches.
one approach would be to sketch the cross section of the cylinder shape and extrude. 10 11 section vi
cones and cylinders sheet metal design: beyond bends and flanges the flat pattern tool in inventor will
unfold cones and cylinders. the parts must be built with a seam allowing the part to unfold. other shapes
like square to round transitions and ducting can be created in inventor however not unfolded. 5ec8ef588b
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